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in such a way that it is very hard to tell when we are reading Dr. 
Raich, and when Fichte. Now much of Fichte's thought may be 
modern and of great importance and value for modern contro- 
versies, but the framework of his philosophy, his "Ichheit," and 
Bewusstsein uberhaupt, and his way of using such terms as "ob- 
jectivity" are only puzzling to a modern reader. Dr. Raich herself 
explains that this has inevitably led to the opinion that Fichte is 
a psychological idealist. Now this being so, if Dr. Raich had trans- 
lated the Fichtian Ich and all its implications into modern philo- 
sophical language, and given us an acount of Fichte in her own 
words, the book might have been a valuable contribution to phil- 
osophy. As it is the book comes too perilously near deserving 
the title "Extracts from Fichte," and philosophical extracts are not 
to be recommended. 

A. D. Lindsay. 
Balliol College, Oxford. 

Saggi Per La Storia Della Morale Utilitaria. II. Le 
Teorie Morale E Politiche Di L. A. Helvetius. Di Rodolfo 
Mondolfo. Verona-Padua: Fratelli Drucker, 1904. Pp. 141. 

Il Dubbio Metodico E La Storia Della Filesofia. Di Ro- 
dolfo Mondolfo. Verona-Padua: Fratelli Drucker, 1905. Pp. 
190. 

The monograph on the moral and political theories of Helvetius 
with which Prof. Mondolfo continues his studies in Utilitarian 
Ethics is excellent both in form and in matter. The author pays 
special attention to the points of similarity and of difference be- 
tween Helvetius and Hobbes (from whom this series of studies 
takes its departure), and he is inclined to give the palm of con- 
sistency to the former. He is also at pains to place the theories of 
Helvetius in their proper perspective and historical setting. Prof. 
Mondolfo might, however, have given with advantage more promi- 
nence to the influence of Helvetius on the formation of English 
Utilitarianism. It was the study of Helvetius that gave to the philos- 
ophy of Bentham its distinctive direction — the approach to ethics 
from the side of politics. It was Helvetius, again, whom Bentham 
followed in giving a new foundation in utility to the doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the people. To Helvetius the sovereignty of morality 
lay in the sovereignty of the general interest, and this again de- 
pended on the sovereignty of democracy and of liberty — a con- 
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nection of ideas which gave to the practical philosophy of Helvetius 
not only a peculiar consistency, but also a special significance for 
modern developments. As Prof. Mondolfo justly observes, the 
originality of Helvetius does not consist in this or that element of 
his theory, but in the whole that he made out of the different ele- 
ments ; while he shows that the prominence which Helvetius gave 
to the element of liberty was largely due to the circumstances of 
his time. "The truly original side of his doctrines is not in their 
principle, but in its application and consequences : in his conception 
of society and the relations of law and morality with liberty." Hel- 
vetius — and this was his most original service — put political liberty 
upon a basis not of natural right but of utility: and in making 
liberty the last word of his practical philosophy he was the "true 
precursor of the Liberty of Stuart Mill." On the other hand, the 
difference between Helvetius' treatment of the idea of liberty and 
the Essay on Liberty is no less significant. On this point Prof. 
Mondolfo is particularly instructive and suggestive. He shows 
how Helvetius came to combine at one and the same time the prin- 
ciple of liberty and of the vastest action of the State : how his doc- 
trine contained germs of certain types of socialism, such as that of 
Owen and Fourier ; and how it approached Rousseau's conception 
of the "general will." Certainly, a very interesting as well as a 
most suggestive appreciation. 

The same author's lecture on "methodical doubt" and the his- 
tory of philosophy is a vindication of the historical method in 
philosophy, of which his monograph on Helvetius is itself an ad- 
mirable example. It is fortified by a detailed review of philosophic 
opinion on the conception and value of the history of philosophy, 
and of its place and significance in philosophical discipline ; but the 
discussion, though of considerable interest and importance in itself, 
is of no direct concern to the readers of this Journal. 

Sidney Ball. 

St. John's College, Oxford. 

A History of English Philanthropy. By B. Kirkman Gray. 
London : P. S. King & Son. Pp. 302. 

Few more inspiring subjects could be chosen for study than the 
History of Philanthropy. It would seem not only to embrace 
the good works wrought by "those that love their fellow men," 
but to involve also a comparative study of the social and theologi- 



